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How Are Centenarians

Politically Represented in North Korean Media?

The Expansion of Birthday-Spread Reports and
the Visibility of Medical and Administrative Involvement
in the Kim Jong Un Era

Lee, Kangmin (University of North Korean Studies)

North Korea’s official media repeatedly report cases in which the
supreme leader sends a birthday spread to residents who have reached
the age of one hundred. In these reports, longevity is presented as
evidence of the achievements of the socialist system and the leader’s
benevolence, and is incorporated into narratives of gratitude and loyalty.
This study examines centenarians mentioned in relevant articles
published between 2012 and 2025 and analyzes the temporal
characteristics and spatial distribution of the reports. The findings show
that reports on birthday spreads for centenarians continued throughout
the period under study, while the number of reports and recipients
increased to a distinctly higher level after 2019. Recipients were initially

concentrated in a limited number of regions, but the range of cities and
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counties represented in the reports gradually expanded. References to the
involvement of medical personnel and local officials also began to appear
in the articles. This indicates that on-site medical and administrative
involvement was added to the existing narratives of the leader’s
benevolence, gratitude, and loyalty. These findings suggest that, after
2019, the administrative scope through which centenarians were
identified and made visible as political beneficiaries may have expanded.
This study contributes to understanding how North Korea’s official
media transform individual longevity and life histories into resources for

regime legitimacy.

Keywords: North Korea, centenarians, birthday spreads, political
representation, Kim Jong Un era, temporal characteristics,
spatial distribution, medical and administrative involve-

ment
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