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Climate Crisis and North Korea’'s
Eco-Environmental Legal Framework

Focusing on Policy Changes Before and
After the Eighth Party Congress

Oh, Sam Un (Dongguk University)

This article comprehensively examines changes in North Korea’s
ecological and environmental legislation and policy through a period-
and sector-based analysis centered on the Eighth Party Congress. It
classifies 41 laws into four categories —environmental protection,
energy, disaster, and others —and analyzes changes in enactment and
amendment provisions from 2012 to the 9th Party Congress in February
2026 in relation to prevailing policy orientations. Before the Eighth Party
Congress, policy centered on three pillars: the Ten-Year Forest
Restoration Battle, disaster-response system reform and related legal
revision, and resource reutilization policy. During this period, eight new
laws were enacted, and thirteen laws, including the Environmental
Protection Law and the Land Law, were amended to reflect evolving

policy directions. The policy directions announced at the Eighth Party
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Congress were later institutionalized through amendments to seventeen
laws. Post-congress legal changes are characterized by a shift toward ex
ante prevention and integrated management, stronger safety
administration and unified disaster response, a circular-economy
orientation through renewable energy and resource reutilization, and the
introduction of tiered disciplinary measures. Overall, these changes
function as a governance strategy within ecological environmental
politics, extending beyond climate-crisis response to comprehensively

regulate everyday life.

Keywords: Environmental Protection Law, renewable energy, disaster,

resource recycling, circular economy, Party Congress
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