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Regime-Preserving National Separatism in
North Korean Law under Kim Jong-un

The “Three Evil Laws” and
the 2026 Constitutional Amendment

Kim, Choong-sin (Independent Researcher)

This study argues that the so-called “Three Evil Laws’ of the Kim
Jong-un era —the Law on the Rejection of Reactionary Ideology and
Culture (2020), the Youth Education Guarantee Law (2021), and the
Pyongyang Cultural Language Protection Law (2023) —and the
2023-2026 constitutional amendments constitute two phases of a single
legal reorganization driven by a unified strategy of regime-preserving
national separatism. Article 41(4) of the Youth Education Guarantee Law
succeeds the 2020 law, while Article 41(12) preceded the 2023 law by
sixteen months, establishing the three laws as a cumulative legislative
bloc with the Youth Education Guarantee Law as its nodal point. The
2023-2026 amendments—deleting the reunification clause, introducing a
territorial clause, removing ‘socialist’ from the constitution’s title, and

adopting the ‘Pyongyang cultural language’ provision in Article 54 —
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ratified ex post facto the legal blocking of inter-Korean ethnic
consciousness that these statutes had already enforced. The comparison
with East Germany’s 1974 amendment confirms a recurring pattern in
divided socialist states, and East Germany’s eventual absorption into
West Germany suggests that unification policy must treat the recovery
of a shared national consciousness, beyond the repeal of such laws, as a

long-term task.

Keywords: North Korean Constitution, Law on the Rejection of
Reactionary Ideology and Culture, Youth Education
Guarantee Law, Pyongyang Cultural Language Protection
Law, hostile two-state theory, territorial clause, reunification
clause, East German Constitution, regime preservation,

national separatism
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