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A Study on the ‘Scientist-Writer’ Type
in North Korean Science Fiction

Focusing on the Case of Shin Seung-gu

Kim, Yeong Jun (University of North Korean Studies)

This study began with the question of who the authors of North
Korean science fiction are. By analyzing the case of Shin Seung-gu, who
receives different evaluations as a ‘young writer’ and a ‘professional
writer,” this study identified the existence of a ‘scientist-writer’ type as
one of the creative subjects of North Korean science fiction. North Korea
requires that the creation of science fiction be based on ‘scientificity’ and
‘the truth of life.” This suggests the emergence of professional SF writers
who possess extensive scientific and technological knowledge alongside
literary imagination. A comparative analysis of novels and academic
papers published by the author of the same name, Shin Seung-gu,
revealed that scientific concepts appearing in the works overlap with the
research topics in the papers. Based on this, Shin Seung-gu’s creative
history and academic research achievements were traced, and it was

strongly presumed that the two are the same person —a writer with a
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day job engaged in science fiction — in other words, a ‘scientist-writer.’
This study is significant in that it presented a new analytical framework
for the study of writer theory in North Korean science and fantasy
literature. In the future, studying whether other experts in the field of
science and technology are participating in the creation of literary works
as ‘scientist-writers’ will be a follow-up task to revise and supplement
the production structure of North Korean science and fantasy literature

and the existing understanding of ‘professional writers’.

Keywords: North Korea, science fiction, Shin Seung-gu, scientist-writer,

creative agent, North Korean literature, author theory
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