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North Korea’'s ‘Hostile Two-State’ Policy and
‘Discourse on Peaceful Coexistence’

Differences and Points of Contact

Kim, Yeon chul (Inje University)

North Korea’s “hostile two states” policy was formed by a
multi-layered combination of the normalization of the state under the
Kim Jong-un regime, the structural deterioration of inter-Korean
relations, and North Korea’s geopolitical reassessment. As a response to
this, the theory of a two-state system has limitations. Peace and two
states are highly likely to clash rather than harmonize. This is because
the division of the geopolitical buffer zone is highly likely to serve as a
proxy for the competition for hegemony among great powers.

Recognizing North Korea’s statehood is different from legal
recognition of it. It is necessary to respond with a theory of special
relations that acknowledges statehood; this theory represents a balanced
perspective that simultaneously considers the reality of the two states
and the future of unification, and domestically, it is a concept that

maintains a balance between constitutional norms and North Korea’s
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claim of a two-state system.

To pursue a policy of peaceful coexistence continuously and over the
long term, it is necessary to improve hostile institutions, manage
negative factors affecting inter-Korean relations, and secure internal
government consensus, bipartisan cooperation, and national consensus.
Wisdom is required to acknowledge the current reality of the two states
while keeping the door to the future of unification open. A ‘South-North
Confederation’ is an intermediate step, but it could be prolonged
depending on the environment surrounding the Korean Peninsula and
the nature of inter-Korean relations. Discussions regarding a new
confederation of states must also consider the complex determining

power of the divided system.

Keywords: hostile two-state theory, northern policy, federalism,
south-north confederation theory, geopolitical buffer zone,
special relations theory, division system theory, two-state

system theory
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