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Two Modes of Party-Based Rule

Structural Convergence and Teleological Divergence
between North Korea's New Era Five-Point Party
Building Line and China’s Comprehensive and
Strict Governance over the Party for a New Era

Kim, Sangbum (Kyungnam University) -

Lee, Hyungjong (Kyungnam University)

This study systematically analyzes the background and content of
North Korea’s ‘New Era Five-Point Party Building Line,” codified in the
party rules at the 9th Congress of the Workers” Party of Korea, and
compares it with Xi Jinping’s ‘Comprehensive and Strict Governance
over the Party for a New Era’ in China. Employing Max Weber’s concept
of the routinization of charisma as an overarching framework, the study
integrates Charles Armstrong’s notion of ideological introversion and
the personalization index developed by Geddes, Wright, and Frantz to
explain North Korea’s hereditary-charisma trajectory, while drawing on
Andrew Nathan’s authoritarian resilience framework to account for
China’s office-charisma trajectory. Although both party-building lines

share a common structure — political, ideological, organizational,
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disciplinary, and work-style construction —and both aim to reinforce
the legitimacy of the supreme leader and advance socialist
modernization, they diverge fundamentally: China emphasizes
institutionalization, rule of law, and anti-corruption as pillars of the
party’s ‘self-revolution’, whereas North Korea subordinates institution-
building and anti-corruption to ideological control aimed at reinforcing
loyalty to the Supreme Leader. The findings suggest that North Korea
has formally adopted Chinese party-building theory while substantively
adapting it to consolidate the monolithic leadership system, and that this
shared vocabulary may serve as a diplomatic rationale for deepening
party-to-party ties between Pyongyang and Beijing without implying full

subordination.
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