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Law-Abidingness Discourse and
the Transformation of Governmentality in
the Kim Jong Un Era

Kang, Chaeyeon

(National Institute for Peace, Unification and Democracy Education)

This article analyzes how the discourse of “law-abidingness” during
the Kim Jong Un era has been structured and transformed, and how it
relates to the governing techniques of the North Korean regime.

The results of the research are as follows. First, the discourse of
law-abidingness has emerged as a key discourse that goes beyond the
simple issue of law compliance and increasingly defines behavioral
standards across North Korean society. In particular, it forms a discourse
network in conjunction with sub-discourses such as the law-abiding
climate, law-abiding education, law-abiding consciousness, and socialist
legal life, with the structure of this network changing over time in terms
of its patterns of association and centrality. Second, in the early stage of
Kim Jong Un’s rule, the discourse primarily appeared within a semantic

network centered on law enforcement and regulation. However, after the
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7th Party Congress, it was combined with the state’s development
discourse and expanded into a normative principle of state
administration. After the 8th Party Congress, it showed a pattern of
expanding to the overall living norms of society by combining with the
daily production space. Third, the discourse of law-abidingness forms a
triple regulatory structure consisting of law-abiding education, a
law-abiding climate, and law-abiding consciousness. Through this
structure, legal compliance is internalized through a staged process
involving education, environmental conditioning, and self-discipline,
thereby expanded into a normative principle of state administration.
This study contributes to the literature by expanding the analytical
focus of North Korean legal studies from legal institutions to the level of
legal discourse. By combining big data analysis with discourse analysis, it
also reinterprets the governing style of the Kim Jong Un regime from the

perspective of discipline-centered governing techniques.
Keywords: law-discourse of law abidance, socialist rule of law state,

governing skills, social control, disciplinary politics,

discourse analysis
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