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(x°=327.81, df=20, p<.001, Cramér's V'=0.432). T Y] 4o uja}
digo] A&sts tide] 2 E2Ale Bl FEATEY 44
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Y By B i ojy
Z3A /& 37 (34.6%) 7 (6.5%) 46 (43,0%) 17 (15.9%)
A/ 69 (75.0%) 4 (4.3%) 5 (5.4%) 14 (15,2%)
e} M 38 (33.6%) 11 (9.7%) 19 (16.8%) 45 (39.8%)
1782 4 (33.3%) 0 (0.0%) 3 (25.0%) 5 (41.7%)
= AA 14 (25.5%) 0 (0.0%) 11 (20.0%) 30 (54.5%)

B/ AHdAA 16 (26,2%) 19 (31.1%) 12 (19.7%) 14 (23,0%)

A 178 (40,5%) 41 (9.3%) 9 (21.8%) 125 (28.4%)
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2]9] zto|7} FAH SR F-oJn]FTh(Welch ANOVA: F(5, 93.57) = 4,873,
p <.001; (E 5)). FAHoz Hi =S G2 ZEYde] Hige &
o] WH 0.35308 74 =gton], ‘A /mE Talu} Eal/AH
UA= 742 0.212, 01682 SHA UEFHTH(E 6)).

ARE Bl w2 d, S Aa)0] B e AA/ME, A/

Fd T o] madE FoIstA EATHE: = A > AA/HE

o] ¢t A p <0.01; FH A > FB/AEL p <.001). FFH B/ AH
Axe] B4 SEe AAY/FE, de) Wg, = A EG fo
SHA| RFUATHRE p<0.05). ROFoHH, HUl AR oAM= =4 5474
(E 5 DU M2 HZ A H4 Welch ANOVA ZIHSEHS: TY)
{0l F (df, df) o
=9 4.873 (5, 93.57) < .001

B 6) DU B 54 H4 Y 95% METZH(Perspective APl 7|F)

o I =4 =+ 95% Azt
ZBA/H& 0.212 0.170—0.254
A/ 0.251 0.205-0.297
the] W 0.284 0.240—0,327
A 0.263 0.168—0.358
=W A2 0.353 0.281-0,425
FE/AHEA 0.168 0.122-0.213
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South Korean Perceptions of North Korea and
the Structure of Online Unification Discourse

An Analysis of Community Comments on the Utterance,
“You say you don’t want unification, so are you going to
hand North Korea over to China or some other country?”

Jang, Dongkwan (Seoul National University)

This study examines how South Korean online communities respond
to the rhetorical question, “You say you don’t want unification, so are
you going to hand North Korea over to China or some other country?”, in
order to map perceptions of North Korea and the structure of online
unification discourse. We conduct a mixed —methods analysis of 500
comments from DClnside, FMKorea, Theqoo, PPOMPPU, and Ruliweb,
combining codebook —based coding of meaning frames, stances, targets,
and rhetorical strategies with Perspective API toxicity scores, cross—
tabulations, chi—square tests, Welch ANOVA, and critical discourse
analysis on a 100 —comment subsample. Results show three dominant
frames — external variables, economy/cost, and identity/sovereignty —
each systematically linked to pro—con positions, targets of attack, and

rhetorical styles. Toxicity peaks in the domestic—politics frame and is
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lowest in the integration/governance frame, indicating that design—
oriented language buffers antagonism. Qualitative analysis further
reveals everyday securitization through possessive “our/our land” plus
expulsion imperatives, the ambivalent role of cost discourse, affective
shifts from information exchange to escalation and cynicism, and
community —specific echo chambers. Overall, online unification
discourse is organized by a development—nation—security grammar,
while governance— and desecuritization—oriented frames suggest

potential pathways for reducing toxicity in digital public spheres.

Keywords: perceptions of North Korea, unification discourse, online

communities, meaning frames, securitization





