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North Korea's Pursuit of Direct Dialogue with
the US in 1973-1975

An Exploratory Study on the Correlation with Kim Jong-il's
Succession Process

Son, Juhee (University of North Korean Studies)

This study explores the correlation between the policy shift of North
Korea’s pursuit of direct dialogue with the US from 1973 to 1975 and the
Kim Jong-il’s succession process. In the early 1970s, North Korea aligned
itself with China’s policy of rapprochement toward the US, strategically
pursuing indirect engagement through inter-Korea dialogue. However,
from 1973 onwards, North Korea adopted a more independent approach,
actively seeking direct negotiations with the US. This shift in strategy
was characterized by a dual-track approach- intensifying diplomatic
pressure on the US while simultaneously utilizing various channels to
initiate direct talk. This study argues that North Korea’s shift in its US
policy was not solely a response to external factors but was also closely
linked to internal power dynamics, particularly the process of

consolidating Kim Jong-il’s successor. As Kim consolidated his authority
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over the party and government, he reinforced ideological frameworks
while simultaneously promoting economic development and pragmatic
diplomatic engagement. These internal circumstances shaped the dual
strategy of North Korea’s US policy, which maintained ideological

rigidity while keeping the door open for negotiation.
Keywords: North Korea-US relations, North Korea-US talks, duality of

North Korea’s US policy, Kim Jong-il succession process,

70-day battle
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