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A Study on North Korea's Military Support
Projects Before the Korean War, 1946~1950

Kim, Seon Ho (Institute for Military History, MND)

North Korea’s political power sought models for military support from
the Soviet Union, China, and Japan during World War II, analyzed the
characteristics and pros and cons of the military support projects
promoted by each country, and applied them to North Korea after
liberation. From 1946, North Korea’s political power promoted the
Patriotic Rice Donation Movement and the National Foundation
Ideology General Mobilization Movement, appealing to the spontaneity
of the people to collect grain, wages, and money necessary for the
operation of the regime. In addition, they discovered exemplary “heroes”
from various classes and strata and collected encouraging stories from
each region to publicize to the people. The North Korean leadership
systematized the means and methods of mobilization through the
experience accumulated while conducting a mass mobilization
movement for two years and applied them to the military support

projects.
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North Korea’s military support projects achieved military and
economic results by supporting soldiers mentally and materially, training
young people as supplementary forces for the military, and accumulating
funds for weapons purchases. Through military support activities, the
North Korean government was able to rapidly increase the power of the
North Korean military and train reserve forces necessary for wartime. In
addition, the military support projects closely tied North Korean citizens
to government policies. The North Korean government and the Workers’
Party of Korea publicized favorable stories and exemplary workers,
farmers, and women who participated in the military support projects as
“patriots” and “heroes” and promoted them extensively. These favorable
stories and exemplary cases were reproduced and expanded as more
citizens who encountered them participated in the military support
projects. As a result, North Korean citizens came to realize that they
could become patriots and heroes if they voluntarily participated in the
government’s policies and achieved results, and the North Korean
government familiarized citizens with the mobilization system through

fund donation campaigns.

Keywords: North Korean patriotic supporter association, North Korean
army support projects, weapons purchase fund donation
movement, total mobilization campaign of thought for state

building, Stakhanov movement
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