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The Changes in Ancient History Narratives
and National Discourse in
North Korean High School History Textbooks

Kang, Jin Woong(Kyonggi University)

This article explores the changes in ancient history narratives and
national discourse in North Korean high school history textbooks. North
Korean history textbooks describe Korea’s ancient history based upon
historical materialism during the early state building and emphasized
anti-imperialism and the Juche view of history after the 1970s. As a
result of this, they valued the history of Goguryeo and Balhae whereas
they devalued the unification of three kingdoms by Silla. Since the
mid-1990s, North Korea has restored the history of Dangun Joseon and
highlighted the national origin of old Joseon by introducing the notion of
an old type Korean people. In particular, since the 2013 curriculum
revision, the North Korean regime has established the bloodline centered
discourse of a single-race nation and stressed the national continuity of
old Joseon, Goguryeo, and Balhae and a Pyongyang-centered view of

history through fusing historical materialism and the view of Dangun
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nation into the Juche view of history. In spite of various historical and
political changes, North Korean history textbooks have assumed the
bloodline centered primordial, perennial fundamentalism and thus
reinforced national identity education in this background. Through a
comparative discursive analysis of the ancient history narrative and
national discourse in the history textbooks published in 1953, 1982, 2002,
and 2013, this article examines the historical changes in national identity

education of North Korea.

Keywords: Korean history, national discourse, Dangun Joseon, a

single-race nation, primordialism, perennialism, bloodline
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