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A Review of the 1963 Sports Talks as
the Origin of the Inter-Korean Contact Zone

Choi, Jin Hwan (University of North Korean Studies)

The 1963 inter-Korean sports talks in Lausanne, Switzerland and Hong
Kong were the first contact zone after the division of Korea where the
two Koreas officially met in an institutionalized venue, yet their meaning
has not been addressed in existing studies of mindfulness. This study
examines the origins and meaning of the institutionalized North-South
contact zone by analyzing in detail the background and development of
the 1963 talks via examination of International Olympic Committee
(IOC) correspondence and foreign ministry documents of that time.
While the 1963 talks were ostensibly a meeting between representatives
of the National Olympic Committees (NOCs) of the two Koreas, the talks
were actually the first contact zone between high-level officials of the
two Koreas, who controlled the delegations through government orders.
It presented a clash of minds between the North’s desire to form a single
team and the South’s desire to sabotage this, regardless of the original
intention of bringing about inter-Korean reconciliation and integration

through the contact zone of inter-Korean dialogue. However, the talks

42 SIS 2024 - 27H 25



are significant as the origin of the first contact zone between the two
Koreas and historically significant because the talks formed the basis for

the formation of a single team.

Keywords: contact zone, mind unity, mind system, sports talks, KOC,
DPRK NOC, single team
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