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The Kim Jong Un Regime’s Control of
Ideological Consciousness and Change in
North Korean People’s Minds

Focusing on Socialist Morality

Lee, Hyungjong (Kyungnam University)

North Korea has emphasized the need to establish a ‘socialist” moral
atmosphere for its residents and has strengthened legal control related to
it. This can be interpreted as an attempt to actively monitor and control
the weakening socialist morality of the entire society. In this study,
in-depth interviews of North Korean defectors were conducted on the
factors of socialist morality, namely loyalty to the leader, collectivist
consciousness, pride in the socialist system and love for the fatherland,
and awareness of the value of labor. It was found that socialist morality
is changing in a different direction from the state’s plan. The core of
socialist morality — loyalty to the leader and collectivism — is being
replaced by individualism, family-centeredness, and capitalist values that
focus on practicality, and residents are trying to distance themselves

psychologically from not only the state’s discipline and control but also
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from the existence of the leader. Although socialist morality certainly
seems to be weakening as the North Korean authorities feared, such
changes in the residents’ consciousness paradoxically imply the

possibility of stabilizing the North Korean system.

Keywords: North Korean defectors, social control, socialist morality,

Supreme Leader, collectivism
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