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North Korea’s ‘Global South’ Policy as
Seen through ‘Greeting Diplomacy’

Li, Xiang Yu(Ocean University of China) -
Chung, Young Chul(Sogang University)

The purpose of this paper is to evaluate North Korea’s ‘Global South’
policy under Kim Jong Un, focusing on the concept of ‘Greeting
Diplomacy’. North Korea has categorized its diplomatic relations into
priority and non-priority countries based on various foreign strategy
factors. We categorize North Korea’s ‘greeting diplomacy’ toward
countries in the ‘Global South’ during the Kim Jong Un era into ‘core
countries’ (six countries, including China, Vietnam, and Cuba) and
‘priority countries’ outside of the core. It is clear that North Korea’s
greeting diplomacy has its own function and role in maintaining and
developing relations with core and priority countries. At the external
political level, North Korea’s strategy of engagement with the Global
South in the Kim Jong Un era is characterized as ‘selection and
concentration.” Also, North Korea has utilized greeting diplomacy with
core countries since the reappointment of Kim Jong Un as President of

State Affairs in April 2019, and it is believed to have achieved significant
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internal benefits.

Keywords: North Korea, Kim Jong Un, Global South, greeting diplomacy,

core countries, priority countries
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