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A Study on the Changes in the Status and
Role of the Premier of the Cabinet during
the Kim Jong Un Era

Focusing on Crisis Response

Lee, Myeong Hun(Dongguk University)

This study investigates how North Korea has specifically utilized the
role of the Cabinet to handle the crises since Kim Jong Un came to
power. In this regard, the study asks the following three questions. First,
what crises have North Korea encountered during the Kim Jong Un era?
In this study, a crisis is defined as a situation that can potentially induce
serious systemic instability, and then the major events that led to the
crisis are examined. Second, how has Kim Jong Un used his Cabinet to
handle these crises? The answer to this is provided by looking at the
changes in the status and role of the Premier of the Cabinet in three
aspects: D ‘changes in political position’, @ ‘changes in governance’, and
® ‘institutional change’. Third, what are the implications of the way
North Korea uses its Cabinet to handle crises during the Kim Jong Un
era? This study evaluates the nature of North Korea’s changed

crisis-response system.
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