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The Goals, Ideology, and Economic Effects of
the Workers' Party of Korea's “Regional
Development 20x 10 Policy” as Seen through
an Analysis of the Rodong Sinmun

Park, Jeong Jin(Kyungnam University)

Based on analysis of relevant articles published in the Rodong Sinmun
from December 18, 2023 to July 25, 2024, this study examines the visible
and invisible goals and ideology, as well as the economic effects and
limitations, of North Korea’s “regional development 20x10 policy”
announced at the 10th Session of the 14th Supreme People’s Assembly
(SPA) held in January 2024. This policy is being implemented under
structural and legal foundations in which city and county party
committees are subordinate organizations that must thoroughly execute
the Party’s decisions based on the Party’s comprehensive plan. The
policy takes the form of supporting the completion of the five-year
economic plan with the construction of housing units in the rural
development plan and the two complementary measures of speeding up

the process and providing material incentives through housing units. The
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20x10 policy is a speed battle of North Korean politics and ideology stuck
in the tradition of consolidation of the system under the flag of
patriotism, with the side effects of the resulting economic impact also
posing the risk of new shortage problems emerging that the North
Korean economy will have to take on, as it has in the past, depending on
the progress. The risk factors are the fatigue caused by continuing to
internally supplement insufficient resources due to restrictions on
external inflow, the dispersion of limited resources, and the excessive
demand for energy due to extensive construction. To overcome these,
North Korea needs to improve its fundamental prerequisites before

achieving visible results.

Keywords: North Korean economy, Party policy, regional development

20x10 policy, mobilization of labor, patriotism, speed battle
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