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Analysis of the Determinants of
Conflictive North Korea Policy during
Xi Jinping's First Term
Focusing on the domestic political interests of

political Leaders

Han, Ju Hee (University of North Korean Studies)

This study analyzes the determinants of China’s confrontational
North Korea policy during the first term of Xi Jinping’s presidency,
focusing on the size of the ‘winning coalition’. Explaining Xi’s unusual
North Korea policy during his first term has been a challenge for
scholars. This study attempts to explain the determinants of China's
conflictive North Korea policy by focusing on the domestic political
interests of the political leader Xi Jinping.

In his first term in power, Xi Jinping was a minority leader who
needed to build a relatively large ‘winning coalition’. He had an
incentive to maintain a stable US. policy and utilize the party-
government separation to overcome this situation. Xi Jinping’s

motivation for a stable U.S. policy led to an integrated stance on the
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North Korean nuclear issue and the North Korean issue, and his
motivation for utilizing the separation of party and government led to a
reduction in ‘party-to-party diplomacy’ between North Korea and
China.

This study aims to provide a coherent explanation for the unusual
development of China’s North Korea policy in the first term of Xi
Jinping’s presidency by offering a new perspective on how Xi’s
domestic political interests, which have not been recognized as a
determinant of North Korea policy in the literature, have had a

significant impact on China’s North Korea policy.

Keywords: Xi Jinping, China’s North Korea policy, North Korea-China
relations, party-to-party diplomacy, North Korean nuclear

issue, North Korean issue, winning coalition



