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The Pyongyang Declaration as
History and North Korea-Japan Relations

Cho, Jingoo (Kyungnam University)

The Pyongyang Declaration is a document that records the results of
Japanese prime minister Junichiro Koizumi’s visit to North Korea in
September 2002 and his summit meeting with Chairman Kim Jong Il of
the National Defense Commission. The Pyongyang Declaration, signed
by the leaders of Japan and North Korea, is the fundamental document
that governs Japan-North Korea relations. They confirmed that it is in
the interests of both countries to reconcile their unfortunate pasts,
resolve pending issues, and normalize diplomatic relations that will
contribute to peace and stability in the region. In this paper, I reexamine
the political meaning of the Japan-North Korea ‘Pyongyang Declaration’
as history, and then consider what changes have occurred in Japan and
North Korea’s recognition and responses to the Pyongyang Declaration,

thereby explaining why the declaration was left unfinished.

Keywords: Pyongyang Declaration, North Korea-Japan relations,
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North Korea-Japan Normalization Talks, Kim Jong Il
Junichiro Koizumi, Japanese colonial rule, Japan’s
economic cooperation with North Korea, Kim Jong Un,

Fumio Kishida
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