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A Study on the Changes of
North Korea's Policy toward South Korea and
National Unification

Lee, Moo Chul (Korea Institute for National Unification)

This study analyzes the meaning and features of North Korea’s
policy transformation that declares that the inter-Korean relationship is
relations between two belligerent countries and that North Korea will
not discuss unification with a South Korea that is pursuing the collapse
of North Korea and unification by absorption. This study focuses on the
discourse of ‘Our State-First Principle’. First, in this paper I explain the
logic and intention of Our State-First Principle, examining the
background, main contents, and the systematization process of the
principle. Based on this examination, I argue that the transformation of
North Korea’s policy toward South Korea during the era of the Our
State-First Principle(i.e., Kim Jong Un’s era) completes the integration of
the Kim Il Sung nation and the socialist state, and establishes the North
Korean style ‘peaceful coexistence’ by defining the inter-Korean

relationship as relations between states rather than the special relations
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within a nation. Through transformation of its South Korea policy,
North Korea has completed discourse of the principle arguing for
integration of the nation and the state, and finished the systematization

of ‘Kim Jong Un Thought’.

Keywords: North Korea’s policy toward South Korea and national
unification, Our State-First Principle, Our Nation-First

Principle, peaceful coexistence, Kim Jong Un Thought
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