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Climate Change Discourse in
the Rodong Sinmun

Ryu, Kyunga (Yonsei University)-

Hong, Kun Sik (Institute for National Security Strategy)

North Korea was seriously affected by natural disasters. Starting in
2019, the discourse on climate change in North Korea’s ‘Rodong Sinmun’
showed some changes in the number of articles and contents. Using
text mining techniques on Rodong Sinmun articles since 2019, this study
analyzes the meaning of Kim Jong Un’s climate change discourse.
North Korea emphasized developed countries’ responsibility for climate
change at the same time as the number of climate-related articles
increased in 2019. Since then, it has shifted to a discourse on coping
with domestic damages, emphasizing Kim Jong Un’s leadership, and
changing climate change into an important domestic policy issue.
Along with this, North Korea placed climate change response at the top
as one of its important domestic issues and implemented authoritarian
environmentalism under the leadership of Kim Jong Un. However,

rather than actively responding to climate change, North Korea is using



climate change discourse as a political mechanism to defend against the
weakening of the regime’s performance legitimacy. In the end, North
Korea, which has strongly adopted an authoritarian environmentalist

method, will strengthen its mobilization and control of the people.

Keywords: North Korea, Climate Change, Performance Legitimacy,

Authoritarian Environmentism
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