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Designation of North Korea’'s Pine Tree
as the ‘National Tree’ and Its Implications

Oh, Sam Un(National Institute of Forest Science) -

Bae, Jae Soo(National Institute of Forest Science)

In North Korea, pine trees have symbolized the ‘Mangyeongdae
Revolutionary Family’ to the extent that the idiom ‘Blue Pine Tree of
Namsan’ comes to mind. However, paradoxically, since the pine tree
was designated as the national tree in 2015, its ethnicity has been
highlighted. In explaining why North Korea designated the pine as its
national tree, North Korea emphasizes that the pine tree has long
symbolized the nation’s strong spirit and strong will and that the life of
the nation and the pine tree have been closely related. Pine trees were
not very useful as a timber forest, but since its designation as the
national tree, pine trees have been reevaluated, and research on tree
species improvement has been carried out. The pine tree has been
contextualized to mean ‘fidelity’, ‘loyalty’, and ‘spirit’, and thus utilized
to mean ‘protection of socialism’. Unlike other national symbols that

symbolize ‘patriotism’, the pine tree functions as a signifier of



‘protection and adherence to the system’. The pine tree plays an
effective role in encouraging the fight for forest restoration by
appealing to people’s patriotism. In addition, standards for prioritizing
pine trees have emerged in the fields of literature, art, and education,
and pine landscapes are also being reexamined. The pine, the national

tree, reflects the desire for the socialist system of the Kim Jong-un era.

Keywords: Kim Jong-un, pine tree, socialism, national symbol, Kim

Il-sung

126 SI}25I1T 2023 267 35



