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Review of the Yoon Suk Yeol Government's
Unification and North Korea Policy:
Promoting Consensus and Pursuing Results
at the Domestic Level

Shin, Jong Dae(University of North Korean Studies)

In this study I examine whether it is possible to make a breakthrough
in improving North-South Korean relations in the current situation
where North Korea’s nuclear capabilities have become unprecedentedly
advanced and inter-Korean relations are strained. I then discuss the
possible directions and tasks of the Korean unification and North Korea
policy. I argue that it is necessary to acknowledge that there is virtually
no royal road or plan to resolve inter-Korean relations and achieve
North Korea’s denuclearization. And even under conditions where it is
difficult to expect North Korea’s denuclearization or groundbreaking
progress in inter-Korean relations, it is important that policy be pursued
at the domestic level. In short, even in the midst of this situation,
reaching a political and social consensus at the domestic level on

unification and North Korea policy is possible, important, and
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significant. Therefore, I emphasize that the minimalist programmatic
approach, which lays the domestic foundation for the mid- to long-term
development of inter-Korean relations, is as important and meaningful
as the maximalist programmatic approach, which is the visible and

epoch-making outcome of North-South relations.
Keywords: Yoon Suk Yeol government, Unification and North Korea

Policy, inter-Korean relations, denuclearization, domestic

consensus, policy achievements, South-South conflict
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