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Changes in North Korea’s Policy Toward
Overseas Koreans

Han, Sunghoon (Yonsei University)

This article examines North Korea’s policy toward overseas Koreans
from a historical institution perspective, looking at the institutional
aspects of the Nationality Act and the Constitution. The institutional
implementation of the policy is characterized by the following features.
Beginning with the legal status of Koreans in Japan, the policy toward
overseas Koreans of the Workers” Party of Korea (WPK) centered on
Koreans in Japan in the 1960s and 1970s. North Korea enacted the
Nationality Act in 1963 to assert civil rights for Koreans in Japan, and
inserted a provision on the basis of nationality in the Socialist
Constitution in 1972. Around 1980, it expanded its policy to include
North America, organizing ‘Tatherland visits’ for Korea’s separated
families. In the 1990s, the transitions of socialist regimes in Eastern
Europe prompted North Korea to amend its constitution to strengthen
legal protections for overseas Koreans. In 2022, North Korea’s Supreme

People’s Assembly (SPA) adopted the Overseas Compatriots’ Rights
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Advocacy Act, the first law to include ‘rights’ as a more generalized
system. North Korea is expected to use this law as the basis for its

overseas program.

Keywords: policy toward overseas Koreans, Korean Americans in
Japan, Nationality Act, visiting the Fatherland, separated

families, Overseas Compatriots’ Rights Advocacy Act



