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A Contact Zone in New Delhi:
A Study of Multinational Students’ Change in
Perception after Interacting with
a North Korean Student

Choi, Younghyun (Seoul National University)-
Choi, Sunkyung (Sungkyunkwan University)

This study defines ‘H’, a university in New Delhi, India, as a contact
zone in which multinational students interacted with a North Korean
student, ‘B’, and aims to examine the students’ changing perception
toward North Koreans. An overseas campus is a social space that
enables relatively equal status, unconfined interaction, and close
relationships between students. Through an in-depth ethnographic
interview, this study looks at the students’ everyday interactions in
order to investigate the transformations of their social relationships and
perceptions. This unique case study research is significant in three
distinct aspects. First, it involves a North Korean, who ‘legally’
migrated abroad, and his interaction with other multinational peers

including South Koreans. Second, it analyzes the ‘space factors’ within
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the context of a foreign campus. Third, it can serve future researches by
illuminating a broader context of contact zone, namely the outside

world.

Keywords: North Korean student studying overseas, New Delhi, contact

zone, social relations, perception, spatial effect



