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The Recreational Characteristics of
Kim Jong-un’s Sports Events through
the Inter-provincial Games

Lee, Nayeong (Independent Scholar)

The Inter-provincial Games (the Games) in North Korea is a national
public sports event newly organized under the guidance of Kim Jong-un
and is held almost every year. The Games, which is differentiated by
the fact that the AD (anno Domini) year is used instead of ‘Juche era’,
is different from the existing mass sports events. All people can be
selected as players by administrative units without age, gender, or class
distinction. In addition, the Games adopts a method to increase people’s
participation by organizing cheering teams, with their cheering
performances included in the rankings. The Games is composed of
professional matches in consideration of spectator viewing factors,
mass sports matches that reflect the people’s preferences, and
entertainment event, so the playfulness is prominent compared to other
sports events. The Games shows the policy of ‘building a strong sports

nation’ in the early days of Kim Jong-un’s reign and is presented as a
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model project of a socialist civilized state. Through the Games, North
Korea is trying to portray itself externally as a normal country.
Internally, considering public’s preferences, it expects to draw the
people from the ruling ideology and toward the state. In addition, the
Games can be seen as part of North Korean-style sports welfare in
terms of expanding people’s participation in sports through newly built
sports facilities. However, since it is focused on sports preferred by
certain Pyongyang-centered social classes, the Games shows an
inequality in sports participation, and is regarded as an attempt by the

state to control the people’s preferences.
Keywords: Inter-provincial Games, North Korean public sports,

civilized socialist country, strong sports nation, North

Korean sports, playfulness
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