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The Formation of Governing Space and
Strategies in the Kim Jong-un Era:
Hybridization of the Supreme Leader System and
Socialist Civilization

Kim, Jini(Konkuk University)

If the governing power is a political group that actively wields potent
power for its own political exploits, the popular masses are a political
group that contrives and explores the power of the group for their own
safe and prosperous daily life. The interconnection between power and
the masses is inevitable. In this regard, new and alternative
interpretations of the governing space, which has been strategically
created by the North Korean regime, are needed. From eras of Kim
Il-sung and Kim Jong-il to Kim Jong-un, the spaces that change in each
era and are sometimes newly discovered are the result of these leaders
astutely capturing and moving the ‘power’ and ‘dynamism’ of the
popular masses. In particular, Kim Jong-un takes seriously the
dynamism and initiative of the popular masses, who are accelerating

together in a rapidly changing North Korean society, and pays attention



to the popular masses’ hidden initiative. As a result, the ‘space’ of Kim
Jong-un’s era is expected to become more hybrid, reflecting the masses’
dual desire to become a proud nation that operates as an independent

monolithic state and a universal socialist civilianization.

Keywords: the masses, Kim Jong-un, hybridization, space, North Korea
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