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A Study of Music Artist Education in
North Korea

Lee, Hyo Ju (University of North Korean Studies)

In North Korea, the education of musical artists is closely related to
the North Korean government’s intention to vanguardize the
propaganda value of musical arts. The education of musical artists is
carried out in two ways: education in professional institutions for
musical artists and team activities in the general education field. Thus
for research purposes, this study classifies the education system of
musical artists into ‘professional musical artists’ and ‘amateur musical
artists’. Literature review and in-depth interviews were conducted. This
research finds that professionals are educated through a pyramid-type
special education system to train soloists, while amateurs are educated
through school music groups, which focus on propaganda activities, and
the Children’s Palace (Hall) groups, which foster skills for musical

performances.

Keywords: music politics, popularization of art, musical art education,
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