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The Origin of
North Korea's Fatherly Leader (Fobeoi Suryeong) :
Focusing on its Emergence in
Official North Korean Materials before 1972

Lee, Chang Hyun (University of North Korean Studies)

This study empirically identifies the process and characteristics of
the emergence of the term ‘fatherly Leader (Eobeoi Suryeong) by
analyzing North Korean official media. In North Korea, the terms ‘the
Father Marshal” and ‘the fatherly Leader’ had emerged in North Korea
even before the monolithic ideological system was established in 1967.
In the late 1950s, Kim Il Sung’s fatherly image was materialized
through the Revolutionary Traditional Education and the School for
Bereaved Children, and ‘the Father Marshal’ of orphans and children
emerged. In 1962, on Kim Il Sung’s 50th birthday, the title “the fatherly
Leader (Eobeoi Suryeong)” appeared, and this spread among the youth.
After 1967, “the fatherly Leader” spread to the entire society and Kim Il
Sung became the father of all people in North Korea. The North Korean

authorities did not plan and implement “the fatherly Leader”



exclusively from the beginning, and the fatherly image and title were
created in the education sector and gradually spread throughout society.
When the term “the fatherly Leader” first appeared in North Korea, it
was primarily meant as father figure in the context of a parent-child
relationship, and did not have its contemporary meanings, such as the

Head of the Great Socialist Family or the Father who gives political life.

Keywords: the fatherly Leader (Eobeor Suryeong), the Father Marshal,

the Motherly Party, father image, gradual diffusion.
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