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Innovation in North Korean Universities:
Focusing on the Professionalism of Professors

Oum, Hyun suk (National Institute for Unification Education)

This study examines changes at North Korean universities from the
perspective of innovation. Recently in North Korea, it has become very
important to strengthen the expertise and capabilities of pro-
fessors. This study finds the following: First, state-led higher education
reform is one of the representative ideological theories of the Kim Jong
Un era and is gaining momentum in connection with the theory of
full-scale development of socialism. Second, North Korea is trying to
innovate universities by adding new systems rather than changing the
basic structure of universities. Third, university professors can be
the subject of innovation with the aim to develop world-class
research-oriented universities, but internal dynamics or mechanisms
limit the change. Fourth, even after the introduction of the
bachelor’s-master’s-doctorate degree system, excellent students are

avoiding going to graduate school. This study expands the discussion
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on the changes in higher education by examining the real problems that
North Korean universities face as they try to innovate.

university, innovation, reform, higher

Keywords: North Korea,

education
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