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Historicizing the Life of Women in
North Korea: Trends and Challenges in Research on

Women's History in North Korea

Song, Hyeon Jin (Ewha Womans University)

This article examines the research trends in North Korean women’s
history conducted in domestic academia by subject, revealing the
achievements, limitations, and future tasks of research. Research on
women’s history in North Korea includes topics such as the Korean
War and women’s experience, women’s labor and professional life, the
state and motherhood and reproduction, women’s sexuality, women’s
education and organizational life, women leaders and figures, and
comparison of women’s history in South and North Korea. In terms of
research methods, studies were conducted by analyzing women’s oral
history and discourse. It is an achievement that North Korean women’s
history research results are coming out in various fields, centered on
North Korean academia. However, the overall number of studies is
small, subjects are not diverse, the theory and methodology are poor,

and the entire history needs to be understood with limited research



data. While history based on a feminist perspective is appearing, its
deficiency itself is a limitation. Therefore, research topics need to be
expanded, theories and research methods further refined, and the study
of women’s history established as a branch within the study of women
in North Korea. This article provides an introductory discussion for the
growth of research on women’s history in North Korea, and is
meaningful in the sense that it can serve as basic data to guide future

research.

Keywords: North Korean women’s history research, research trends,

research achievements, research limits, research issues
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