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A HiE % = % HiE %
2011 60 57.14 45 42.86 105 100
2012 72 56.69 55 43.31 127 100
2013 69 52.27 63 4173 132 100
2014 83 55.7 66 443 149 100
2015 70 47.95 76 52.05 146 100
2016 57 41.3 81 58.7 138 100
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A Study of Heterogeneity within
the Younger Generation in North Korea:

Focusing on Perceptions of Individualism,
Capitalism, South Korea, and Recognition of

South Korea-centered reunification

Kim, Taek Bin (IPUS, Seoul National University)

Existing research on North Korea’s younger generation assume
that the youth are a single generation that share homogeneous
characteristics. But are they really homogeneous? This study focuses on
‘heterogeneity within generations’, which has been overlooked in the
studies on North Korea’s younger generations. Using survey data — a
dataset comprising responses from 1,241 North Korean defectors
surveyed between 2011 and 2020 by the Institute for Peace and
Unification Studies (IPUS) at Seoul National University — rigorous
quantitative analyses were employed to probe the diversity within this
demographic. The findings reveal a marked heterogeneity within the
youth population compared to older generations, particularly in their

perceptions of capitalism. Factors such as gender, age, education,
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marital status, party membership, market business experience, exposure
to Hallyu (the Korean Wave) culture, and regional variations were
identified as contributing to this heterogeneity. The study underscores
the importance of recognizing and incorporating this diversity in
scholarly investigations and policy development concerning North

Korean

Keywords: North Korea, youth population in North Korea, intra-

generational heterogeneity, North Korean defectors
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