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North Korea's Choice of
“Self-reliant Heavy Industrialization” and
Preparation of Development Foundation

(1945-1956)

Zhang, Chao(Seoul National University)

This study covers the process of industrialization promotion in North
Korea from 1945 to 1956. I analyze how North Korea’s development
route of industrialization is related to the socialist industrialization of
the Soviet Union. I focus on when and under what historical conditions
North Korea’s understanding of socialist industrialization of the Soviet
Union changed, and what its historical significance was. This research
is based on the results of existing research on North Korea, and
examines whether or not there was a conflict between the forces
pursuing heavy industry and the forces emphasizing popular consumer
goods in the 1950s. Inregard to the existence of a self-supporting
national economy, self-reliance, and Juche industry, I demonstrate the
timing and background of the use of such concepts as well as their

historical significance. Through this process, the paper identifies North

S5to| KA £3Yst Mein UM £} FH|(1945~1956) 179



Korea’s industrialization was the ‘self-reliant’, ‘modern’ industrialization
in essence that the Soviet Union had experienced in the one country
basis. However, with the formation of the socialist bloc in the 1950s, the
Soviet Union’s understanding of socialist industrialization was limited
to modernization, so North Korea created the new conceptual term of
‘Juche industrialization’. In this process, there was no force — such as
Park Chang-ok — that emphasized the production of people’s consumer
goods. The basic contents of North Korea’s industrialization from 1945
to 1956 were to prioritize the construction of self-supporting heavy
industry with the machine manufacturing industry as the core, to
establish a multifaceted production structure that developed into the
construction of light industry for the production of consumer goods, to
build a base for its own raw materials, and to train the science and

technology human resources internally.

Keywords: socialist industrialization, independent heavy industry,

Juche industry, self-supporting economy, self-reliance
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