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Natural Disasters and
Climate Change Response Strategies
in North Korea

Oh, Sam Un (National Institute of Forest Science) -

Park, So Young (National Institute of Forest Science)

This paper outlines North Korea’s climate change response strategy,
which is closely connected to its forest restoration battle, changes in
climate change-related perception and institutional support with related
legislation and revision, and response to the international community
that highlights North Korea’s efforts such as its forest restoration.
North Korea has become more vulnerable to natural disasters as climate
change adds to forest degradation. The number of victims of natural
disasters in North Korea was 99 in 2015, 523 in 2016, 151 in 2018, and
about 127 in 2020. From 2012 to 2020, the number of natural disasters
reported in the Rodong Sinmun was 183 cases and can be classified by
type: flood (65), rainy season (37), typhoon (27), heavy rain (22),
drought (16), landslide (8), high temperature (4), and forest fire (3). The

years 2020, 2012, 2016, and 2013 were mainly reported on. In terms of
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region, South Hamgyong, North Hwanghae, Kangwon, and South
Hwanghae provinces had the highest number of reports. In line with
the forest restoration battle, the number of reports related to climate
change has increased and the content has changed. In addition, the
trend of legislation and revision related to climate change is also
evident: there are 35 regulations related to climate change and 19
legislative bills have been revised since the Kim Jong-un era. As well,
forest policy in North Korea is also an impetus in utilizing the
international community’s mechanism for responding to climate
change, with North Korea’s response to climate change developing
within the logic of ‘forest restoration-prevention of natural disasters-

response to climate change’.

Keywords: climate change, natural disasters, sustainable development,

North Korean forests, United Nations
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