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A Critical Review of

System Transformation Studies in Korea:
Sociocultural Conflict between North and South Korea

and Suggestions for Integrated Research

Lee, Woo Young (University of North Korean Studies)

In terms of characteristics, system transformation studies conducted
in Korean society comprise various academic backgrounds,
regional-level research, and research on issues related to the German
reunification. Despite the considerable results of these studies,
shortcomings exist: ideological bias centered on capitalism or liberal
democracy; comparative socialist approach but expression of results
limited to phenomenal comparisons; and higher degree of
concentration on macroscopic approaches at the level of structures and
systems. In order to contribute to the integration of inter-Korean
society and culture, future studies should focus on several aspects: first,
further expand the subject research on sociocultural conflicts and
integration issues; second, in addition to macro-level research, include

more micro and daily-level system transformation research; third,
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expand to include cases of system transformation for various topics of

social and cultural integration; and fourth, promote empirical research.
Keywords: transformation, North Korean social changes, integration of

South and North Korean society and culture, collapse of the

socialist states, collapse of the Cold War regime
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