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A Study on
Kim Jong-un’s ‘Greeting Diplomacy’

Li, XiangYu (Ocean University of China)

This paper attempts to evaluate the past ten years of North Korean
diplomacy by examining Kim Jong Un’s ‘greeting diplomacy’. There is
no conceptual research on such diplomacy and little academic research
on Kim Jong Un’s greeting diplomacy. This research study probes into
the number of congratulatory telegrams and returns between Kim Jong
Un and foreign heads of state, the status of greeting diplomacy in Kim’s
summit diplomacy, the internal and external effectiveness of his
greeting diplomacy, and so forth. The results of the study are as follows.
First, attention should be paid to not only the messages of greeting sent
by Kim Jong Un on the anniversary of the founding of the Party and
the founding of the country but also the New Year messages. This is
because the ranking of countries mentioned in the New Year messages
provides some clues to the weight of North Korea’s relations with these
countries. Second, the biggest feature of Kim Jong Un’s greeting

diplomacy in the early years of his rule was reflected in the domestic
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politics, serving as a buffer against the internal instability of the
succession of supreme power in the country. Third, the biggest effect of
Kim’s greeting diplomacy is to draw the receivers’ attention constantly
by adjusting the length of greetings, cancelling them, and changing
their position in the Rodong Sinmun. Fourth, since 2019 this diplomacy
features a new adjustment, which is the attempt to access new allies

and enhance the relationship with old ones.

Keywords: Kim Jong Un, greeting diplomacy, domestic political

application, external effectiveness
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