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Conditional Hospitality and
Friction between Moral Subjects

Yoon, Bo Young (Dongguk University)

Most of the discussions on North Korean refugees as beings
connected to North Korea are based on the belief that their successful
resettlement can contribute to mutual understanding and unification of
North and South Koreans. This thesis analyzes how the South Korean
government policy surrounding North Korean refugees is visible in
everyday life through the experiences of South Koreans who support
them and North Korean defectors who receive support. Through this,
North Korean refugees are provided the South Korean government’s
unification resources and are expected to be productive contributors
and good residents critical of North Korea, with overlapping views of
colonialism, race, and gender contradictions. In addition, by assuming
unification as an exceptional domain of belief, North Korean refugees
(and fundamentally, human beings) are treated as a means or objects of
a goal set by others, losing sight of them as beings who have the right

to their own rights. The paper suggests the need to review our view of



human rights accordingly.

Keywords: North Korean migrants, unification resources, productive

contributors, good resettlement, moral standards

268 SIE3SHHT 2022 - 26 3&



