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Between North Korea and the World,
the Film Pulgasari: The Competing
Archetypes of Bulgasari and Godzilla

Jin, Shenglai (Sungkyunkwan University)

The North Korean film Pulgasari was produced for domestic
promotion and exported in an era when North Korea was actively using
foreign films to promote exchanges. Pulgasari was immediately banned
after its director — the kidnapped South Korean filmmaker Shin Sang
Ok — escaped from North Korea in 1986; but the film is widely known
to the public since the mid-1990s as it was released in many countries. In
this study, I focus on the background of Pulgasari and the situation in
which it reappeared in the international market. First, I examine the
situation inside and outside North Korea, and the background of the
film's production. Pulgasari is a work that uses classical Korean
folklore’s imaginary monster ‘Bulgasari’ and world famous Japanese
karju (strange beast) ‘Godzilla’ as its prototypes, behind which

stands the competition between the desire for ‘nationality’ and
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‘internationality’. Pulgasari acquires nationality by using the elements
of iron, rice, and cattle as seen from the folklore of Bulgasari.
Meanwhile, Pulgasari is also a typical Kaiju film. It was released
simultaneously with Godzilla in North Korea in 1985, Japan in the
1990s, and South Korea in 2000. In the process, its nationality and
internationality became inseparable, making it necessary to watch this

movie from these two perspectives.

Keywords: North Korean film, Shin Sang Ok, Pulgasari Godzilla,

nationality, internationality.
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