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Exploring North Korea's Distance Education
System Using Semantic Network Analysis:
Focusing on Articles from Higher Education

Kim, Kyoung Mi (Ewha Womans University)

This study explores the characteristics of North Korea’s distance
education system in the Kim Jong-un era and how distance education
and artificial intelligence (AI) are used in university teaching and
learning. Using semantic network analysis, this study analyzes a total of
788 articles (selected by keywords related to distance education) among
articles published in the journal Higher Education from 2012 to 2019.
The research findings are as follows. First, distance education in North
Korea established an educational informatization system based on
digital technology and formed teachers' ‘edutech’ capabilities and
distance education infrastructure. Second, education that converges
distance education and artificial intelligence (AI) has been introduced
into the curriculum of universities, and North Korea is attempting to
provide educational services and establish educational governance by

developing a teaching-learning model. Third, North Korea's distance

on|ZY 2MS HES 5o HAUSHA M 325



education emphasizes the nurturing of scientific and technological
talents and tries to realize the educational needs for scientific
technology and economic development of a knowledge and information
society via 'remote + artificial intelligence' education. Implications of

the research findings are discussed.
Keywords: distance education, artificial intelligence, higher education,

instructional design model, Intelligent Tutoring System

(ITS), semantic network analysis, North Korea
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