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A Study on the Demands and Changes of the
Juche Psychology in North Korea

Lee, Hyungjong (Kyungnam University)

This study analyzes the background and transition process of Juche
psychology. This study analyzes the internal and external
circumstances of North Korea and the influence of the Juche ideology
on the formation of Juche psychology and its characteristics. After
Korea’s liberation, psychology to increase the efficiency of education
was required in order to overcome the policy of privatization during the
Japanese colonial period in the northern region, but manpower and
resources to support this were all lacking. The advanced psychology of
the Soviet Union was unfortunately difficult to reflect in the reality of
North Korea. Eventually, the political decision of North Korea to choose
the path of Juche among the great powers and the internal and external
circumstances of poor education led to the development of Juche
psychology. However, because the transitional nature of the Juche idea
was reflected as it is following Kim Jong II’s power succession, Juche

psychology remained only an unstable theory. Although North Korea
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was in desperate need of knowledge about psychology, and the demand
for child psychology to overcome educational problems has existed for a
long time, Juche psychology merely became an extension of the Juche
philosophy to strengthen the ideological consciousness centered on the
supreme leader, and could not be useful in real life. In this way Juche
psychology developed independently by North Korea was formed as a
supreme-leader-centered psychology that reinforced nationalism. This
study intends to promote greater interest in and research on North
Korean psychology as well as an understanding of the process of

change in Juche psychology.

Keywords: North Korea, Juche Idea, socialist psychology, Juche

psychology, human transformation



