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On the North Korean Geographical Names
from the Perspective of Language
Purification: Focusing on the Contents of
Munhwa-eo hakseup

Seo, Minjung (Keio University)

This article examines North Korean geographical names, and
furthermore, tries to show that they are closely linked with the
language purification campaign. Language purification campaign was
launched in North Korea immediately after liberation from Japanese
colonial rule, in order to remove remnants of Japanese language
remaining in the Korean language. In this campaign, general and
technical terms were generally reformulated, and of course,
geographical names were no exception. However, so far, there has been
no research on the study of North Korean geographical names under
the theme of language purification.

In this study, the outline of North Korea’s administrative division
reorganization and the geographical names research project is

described. In addition, articles on place names published in North
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Korea’s representative language magazine Munhwa-eo hakseup were
examined. Based on data from 1968 to 2017, overall status of articles on
place names is summarized, and methods of naming geographical
places were analyzed and classified. Through this research, I confirm
and detail the impact of the North Korean language purification

campaign in the formulation of geographical names.

Keywords: North Korean geographical names, linguistic purism,

language purification, Munhwa-eo hakseup
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