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Structural Subordination and
Limits of Autonomy:
A Study on Inter-Korean Relations

Chung, Youngchul (Sogang University)

The dissolution of the Cold War brought about many changes in
inter-Korean relations. However, despite the post-Cold War, the
political-military Cold War structure on the Korean Peninsula still
persists. In addition, although the autonomy of inter-Korean relations
has increased, it has not been able to overcome its structural
subordination to US-DPRK relations. Reasons for this include the
limitations of South Korea’s domestic political power and the
limitations of inter-Korean relations that are subordinate to the
US-DPRK relations. The purpose of this article is to examine the
changes in inter-Korean relations after the post-Cold War and the
autonomy of power in inter-Korean relations according to the
US-DPRK relations. In order for inter-Korean relations to develop, it is
most desirable to form a virtuous cycle of US-DPRK relations and

inter-Korean relations. At the same time, efforts are needed to promote
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the minimum autonomy in the structure of subordination to the United

States through the power of the inter-Korean relationship.

Keywords: post-Cold War, inter-Korean relations, US-DPRK relations,

subordination, autonomy
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