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North Korea’'s Economic Reform Dynamics:
Park Pong Ju's 1st Cabinet (2003~2007) and
2nd Cabinet (2013~2020)

Lee, Myeong-hun (Dongguk University)

North Korea uses realization of the Cabinet-responsibility system as
a way to overcome economic hardship. Unexpectedly, economic reform
movements in the Kim Jong Il and Kim Jong Un eras both started under
Park Pong Ju’s Cabinet, launched in 2003 and 2013, respectively. This
study analyzes the factors that stopped the attempt for economic reform
under Park Pong Ju’s Cabinet during the Kim Jong Il regime, but
managed to show continuity during the Kim Jong Un regime. The
factors are as follows: @ the political position of the cabinet, @ the
status of the premier of the cabinet, ® economic policy leading
environment, and @ the supreme leader’s willingness for economic
reform. Through the lens of these four factors, this study examines the

differences between the two regimes.

Keywords: Park Pong Ju, Premier of the Cabinet, Cabinet-responsibility
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system, Cabinet-centered system, economic reform, 7-1

Economic Management Improvement Measure, Our-Style

Economic Management Methods
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