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A Discourse Analysis of Power in North Korea
after the ‘Arduous March’: Revolving around
Michael Mann’s ‘Economic Power’ Model

Jung, Ho Kyun(Dongguk University)

By using Michael Mann’s IEMP model, this paper examines the
change in North Korean social power after the “arduous march” period,
centering on the change in “economic power” through “civil economic
power.” After the ‘arduous march’ period in which the naked face of
the modernity was clearly expressed, citizens’ economic power, which
was born out of the ensuing marketization, triggered changes in
ideological (I), economic (E), military (M), and political (P) power. This
served as an opportunity for a modern transformation toward horizontal
decentralization in the vertical integrity of the political power — from
communism to pragmatic socialism, the Suryong-masses system to a
market and monetary economy, to military social order of the
military-first politics. However, it is questionable whether this is a
transition of human free consciousness to a moral society that Karl

Polanyi contemplated. The continued hybridization of North Korea and

172 BOSEII 2020 - 234 35



the establishment of the “arduous march” generation will further
strengthen the virtuous cycle of IEMP and civilian economic power.
Whether North Korea will continue to develop into a normal state or
transform itself into an abnormal state depends on the implementation
of the IEMP, which is a hybrid of democratic devices in which human

consciousness can be freely expressed.

Keywords: historical sociology, arduous march, IEMP model, civil

economic powet, hybridity, implementation
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