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Abstract

North Korea’s Symbolic Politics as Shown

in Kim Jong Un’s on-the-Spot-Guidance

Jung, Yoo Suk(Asiatic Research Institute, Korea University)

Kwak, Eun Kyung(Korea University)

Politicization of symbolism is prevalent in North Korea, practising
the self-dubbed ‘socialism in our own style’ In an effort to consolidate
his power legitimacy, North Korea’s Kim Il Sung has developed
symbolic politics to define his revolutionary tradition, and his successors
—Kim Jung Il and Kim Jong Un —have reproduced their own symbolic
politics according to their respective political changes. Young leader
Kim Jong Un is keen on establishing his image through active on-
the-spot-guidance which he enthusiastically utilizes for his own politics.
Kim Jong Un’s on-the-spot-guidance is particularly distinctive in its
wider coverage of geographical area where he makes contact with
diverse individuals. He is making full use of his image of young leader
to actively bestow on-the-spot-guidances upon his subjects. Also, he is

seen frequently visiting places particularly related to his personally

Y2 XX =0 LEl SEiel 43R 223
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driven policies.

The symbolism as shown through Kim Jong Un’s on-the-spot-
guidance can be summarized as follows. First, symbolic politics focused
on securing his power legitimacy; second, symbolic politics in tourism
policies and propaganda; third, symbolic politics prioritized on science
and technology; and fourth, symbolic politics through building a
people-caring leadership image of Kim Jong Un. In order to make any
estimation of North Korea, it is important to analyze the symbolism
hidden in its supreme leader’s on-the-spot-guidance, which the state

publicizes tirelessly through its media.

Keywords: on-the-spot-guidance, symbolic politics, symbolism of on-

the-spot-guidance, Kim Jong Un’s tourism policies, North

Korea’s science and technology policies
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