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Abstract

North Korean Military Adventurism in the late 1960s
and the Changes of Party-Military Relations

Koh, Myeong Gyun(Yeoju Daeshin Middle School)

From a historical perspective, this study analyzes how the changes
of North Korean military adventurism strategy in the late 1960s had
an effect on the party-military relations. Military adventurism was an
expression of its obsession with unification by force and a strategic
choice considering the domestic and foreign situations. The Blue House
raid, the seizure of the USS Pueblo, the infiltration of armed guerrilla
in Uljin-Samcheok were resulted from the changes of military adven-
turism strategy. Military adventurism strategy was greatly modified in
the mid 1968. Military hardliners who had played a key role in
prosecuting its military adventurism strategy failed to perform their
modified duties. Kim II-Sung denounced the military hardliners as
‘warlord-bureaucrats’ and removed them from the scene of history.
After the purge of military hardliners, party-military relations had

changed. Commissar system was instituted to give the party control
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over the military which sets a limit on the autonomy of the military.
As a result of commissar system, the autonomy of the military was

weakened and Kim Jong-Il had advantage in the power succession race.

Keywords: military adventurism, provocations against South Korea,

military hardliners, purge, commissar system
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