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Abstract

Division Politics of Humanitarianism:
Issues of Separated Families before

Democratization of South Korea

Lee, Soo-Jung(Duksung Women’s University)

This article analyses the process in which South Korean framing of
the issues of separated families as humanitarianism before democrati-
zation was articulated with the discourses of anti-communism and thus
contributed to justification of the authoritarian regimes against North
Korea. I call it “division politics of humanitarianism.” Here “humani-
tarianism” is not neutral, self-evident, and abstract value or goal, but
a set of discourses and practices that is always articulated with other
discourses and thus produces certain effects. By analysing three main
sites, such as inter-Korean talks, media and school textbook in which
discourses of separated families have been extensively produced, I
examine political characteristics of separated families in South Korea.
At the same time, I analyze the process how the issue was mainly
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framed as humanitarianism despite its’ political characteristics. 1 also
pay attention to certain “incompleteness of articulation” or “discursive
heterogeneity” in the discourses of separated families which contribute

to the possibility of different articulation in different time periods.

Keywords: separated families, humanitarianism, anti-communism, divi-

sion politics, division language.
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