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Abstract

A Study on Korean-Chinese Media’s Frame
toward South and North Korea:
with a focus on the amount, sources of the news

and editorial tones

Lew, Seok-Jin(Sogang University)

Cho, Hee-jung(Ewha University)

This paper tries to disclose and analyse how the media published by
the Koreans abroad portrays South Korea and North Korea, with a
specific focus on the newspapers —both online and offline —by Korean-
Chinese. The importance of this topic lies in the fact that the issues,
images and perspectives produced by those media are very important
in determining the images and perceptions of those who consume the
news on South/North Korea. This can be called ‘the media frame
effect.’

We have analyzed three newspaper (Jilin Newspaper, Liaoning Newspaper
and Heilongjiang Newspaper) with a focus on the amount, sources of the

news and editorial tones. First, the amount of the news is heavily leaned
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toward South Korea, vis-a-vis North Korea. Second, the sources of the
news are mainly Chinese newspaper and foreign media, rather than
direct quotation of South/North soutces. Third, main topics covered
encompass the relationship with China, the incidents involving Korean-
Chinese living in Korea and entertainments. Lastly, the general editorial
tones are more positive as opposed to negative. However, there were
rare editorials on the hard issues such as diplomatic relationship with
China. This might be attributed to the political nature of Chinese
regime.

This study argues that how the media published by the Koreans
abroad portrays South/North Korea is very important in determining
how they perceive South/North Korea. Rare study has been carried out
on this topic. This paper argues that in designing the embracing policy
for the Koreans abroad, the government should look at the media
environment of those Koreans abroad, which has been neglected up

until now.

Keywords: newspaper published by Koreans abroad, Korean-Chines,
South Korea, North Korea, China
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