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Abstract

A Study on the Development
of North Korean Militarism in 1960’s

Kim, Sung-ju(University of North Korean Studies)

Since 1962, North Korea has demonstrated strong military tendencies
by proclaiming the policy of “self-defense as a form of national defense”
and by pushing forward “Four Military Policy Lines,” in the middle
of a deepened Sino-Russian conflict along with the deterioration of
North Korea-Russia relationship and the outbreak of May 16 Coup of
South Korea. In particular, in 1966 when a security menace was at high
risk by America’s war escalation with Vietnam and the Cuban Missile
Crisis, North Korea strengthened the Parallel Policy of economy and
defense and increased military expenses drastically.

This reinforcement policy of military force has been connected to the
army’s participation in politics, institutionalization of militarism. In
addition, the increased influence of policy determination and streng-
thened military force have brought about aggressive military adven-

turism, accompanied by Kim Il Sung’s mission to complete the
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revolution in the Korean Peninsula. The development of militarism has
led the change in economic development strategy and the building of
military forces had special priority over national policy.

All these aspects have been established as a policy under the name
of “Line of simultaneous economic and defence build-ups.” North
Korea’s militarism of the 1960s reached its peak in all sectors of society,
combined between awareness of security menaces and Kim Il Sung’s

will to complete the revolution.
Keywords: militarism, Line of simultaneous economic and defence build-

ups(Byoungjin Line), participation in politics of military Elites,

military adventurism
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