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Abstract

A Study on a Gender Approach to

North Korean Films

Ahn, Ji-Young(Inje University)

This study aims to explore a theory and method to analyze North
Korean films from a gender perspective. The previous studies on North
Korean movies have focused mainly on women. Escaping a customary
dichotomy between men and women, film theory from the perspective
of gender should be able to figure out how gender identity is formed
through interactions with other social categories like class or age. This
study also concentrates on gender issues at the level of the ‘nation state’
for the reason that North Korean movies have been used as a vehicle
for propaganda. Their form and content have been regulated by control
discourse of the time. In order to investigate gender issues at the
national level, control discourses shown in the movies in the Kim
Jong-il era were classified into 5 categories: biological reproduction of
the nation, cultural reproduction, citizenship, military and wars, and

labor. It is expected that these categories could be applied to the studies
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of other genres of art as well as gender studies of North Korean films.

Keywords: North Korean films, gender, control discourse, gender

studies



