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Abstract

A Study on the Origins of SSM Development

in North Korea

Jang, Cheol-wun(University of North Korean Studies)

The purpose of this research is to trace at what point North Korea
embarked on the development of surface-to-surface ballastic missile
(8SM), and which factors affected this decision in a logical and rational
explanation. North Korea and China had been jointly seeking to
develop SSM, DongFeng(DF)-61. The development of the DF-61
progressed for approximately one year; then, for internal China’s
political reasons, it was cancelled. It was assumed that North Korea
introduced SSM, Soviet Scud-B, from Egypt after Muhammad Hosni
El Sayed Mubarak’s visit to North Korea by special plane January
10~13 in 1980. North Korea began to reverse-engineer the Scud-B
missile as an interim step towards future production of indigenously
designed SSM. In 1984, North Korea carried out test lunch of
indigenously designed Scud-A missile. They succeeded an independent

development of copy of Scud-B missile in the following year. North
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Korea also developed the missile which is similar to Scud-C with the
ability to strike targets anywhere within the South Korea. The fear of
abandonment due to Sino-Soviet and Norrth Korea-Soviet conflicts led
to North Korea’s “line of simultaneously developing of the economy
and national defense.” In this context, Park Jung-hee government’s
attempt to develop nuclear and missile during 1970s motivated North
Korea’s pursuit of missile capability. The imitative development of
Scud-B was assigned to Kim Jung-il who had been designated successor
at that time instead of supreme leader Kim Il-sung. This is because

success or failure of the program was unclear.

Keywords: North Korea, Surface to Surface ballastic missile, Scud,
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